He had received orders to procure a supply of European clothing for the crew at Malta, but in his anxiety to make a quick passage, had omitted to do so. The weather during the lengthened voyage (thirty-two days from Malta) was cold and stormy, and the men, unaccustomed to the rigour of a northern winter, crowded below for warmth and shelter. Even those whose turn it was for duty had to be " driven" up on deck.
About two hundred of the crew were convicts who were brought on board in chains, and who had never been at sea before.
These suffered severely from seasickness, and discharged the contents of their stomach and bowels in all parts of the ship.
Under these circumstances, and considering the habits of the Orientals, it can be no matter of surprise that filth should have accumulated rapidly in the between-decks of the ship, and that the persons and clothing of the men should have become filthy in the extreme. It soon became too much even for the olfactories of the captain, who seems, however, to have made no attempt to promote ventilation, and none to enforce cleanliness beyond ordering the crew to be flogged in detachments of twenty or thirty each day. It The first of the hospital staff who was attacked with fever, was the house surgeon, whose duties had "been unusually arduous, and who was taken ill on the 4th of March?a week after the admission of the first batch of Egyptians.
On March 7th the nurse of one of the small wards on the ground floor was attacked, and three or four days later the nurse of the other small ward?both of these wards containing Egyptians only.
On March 11th, a fortnight after the Egyptians were admitted, a case of fever appeared in each of the large wards on the upper floor; and, in a day or two afterwards, there was an almost simultaneous outbreak in all the wards containing the ordinary patients of the hospital, with the exception of the two female wards in the front of the building. In four of the wards, it will be remembered, there were no Egyptians. In all, seventeen patients took fever (three after leaving the hospital), and of these five were in the children's wards, and twelve in the foi\r larger wards opening from the corridor, making about one-third of the entire number of patients in this part of the building. Of the seventeen cases, two were fatal after their removal from the hospital. Of 2nd. It may be supposed that the fever was generated by overcrowding in the hospital. This is certainly possible ; for, although the cubic area and ventilation might be deemed sufficient for ordinary cases, yet considering the filthy state of the patients, and the nature of the cases, it must be admitted that, to some extent, the hospital was over-crowded. Theoretically, the ventilation was ample under ordinary circumstances, excepting in the two smaller wards, where it was less perfect than in the others. But the over-crowding was not to such an extent as to afford a satisfactory explanation of the outbreak, and it also fails to account for the occurrence of fever at the baths.
3rd. The explanation which seems most consistent with all the facts of the case, is that the fever poison was generated on board the ship, that it clung to the filthy persons and clothing of the crew; and that when the men were not singly, but in groups or masses, in a confined space, as in the hospital, at the baths, or on board ship, the emanations from their bodies and clothing communicated the infection to those with whom they came in contact. When admitted to the hospital, they were clothed in the same garments which they had worn during the voyage, and which appeared never to have been cleansed since their departure from Egypt. That 
